5 bars...worth a suburban jaunt

These overlooked watering holes outside the city limits are heavy on
charm, light on pretense. By Christina Couch

34 THE BAVARIAN LODGE
Don'tlet this German hot spot’s location on a dark
. street across from a Midas dissuade you, Inside are 36
: draft beers, 150 bottle brews, surprisingly killer
: cocktails and damn fine German fare. While the Lodge
: is obviously beer-heavy, featuringa
. of German and Belgian craft brews, meads and
: Trappist ales, its Dark and Stormy cocktail is one of
. the best in or outside the city. 1800 Ogden Ave, Lisle
(630-241-4701).
35 LUNAR BREWING COMPANY »
Authentic enough for hard-core beerphiles, grungy
enough for rock fans, friendly enough for casual
drinkers, this microbrewery is the perfect neighborhood
bar. Featuring 60 bottled beers and 18 on tap, the bar
releases new seasonal brews, many of which it created
itself, every Wednesday—though the housemade
cream ale and stout are available all year long. The
- placefills up fast during Lunar's periodiclive-band
. nights,when rock and blues musicians take the stage.
: 54 EStCharles Rd, Villa Park (630-530-2077).

. 36 MACK’S GOLDEN PHEASANT
Hellyes, there’s still one place in the Chicago area
where you can sip $3 mixed drinks and $2 beers.
This third-generation family-owned restaurant and
bar, in business since 1948, was passed down by a
former lllinois state game judge (and named after
his favorite bird). It features taxidermied game birds

CUT OFF Flight 112 in Elmhurst triples as a wine bar, hair salon and gal

inside the bar and what used to be a working pigeon
coop, a garden and kol pond out back. Don't miss
the food, including roast duckling and hearty
Austrian specialties. 668 W North Ave, Elmhurst
(630-279-8544).

37 FLIGHT 112 WINE HOUSE

Get crunk, cultured and coiffed all at the same place.
This wine bar/hairsalon/art gallery boasts a wide
array of organic and ecologically sustainable vinos,
as well as a full-scale salon. Every Thursday, Flight
112 offers a glass of merlot and ladies’ haircut
special for $29 ($24 for men). Not in need of a cut?
The full bar is open to anyone, as Is the small menu
of munchies. If you like what you drink, take home a
bottle for 30 percent off. 112 W Park Ave, Elmhurst
(630-758-0808).

38 THE MONTROSE ROOM

Partyers flock to this bar inside the InterContinental
Chicago 0'Hare Hotel for the bands, DJs, comedians
and soirees. They stay for the badass cocktails.
Concoctions like the Warhol ($12)—a mixture of
Mount Gay rum, pureed blackberries and raspberries,
lime and simple syrup served in a glass made of ice—
make it too easy to run up a steep tab. Before
heading out, ask the bartenders to validate your
parking. Otherwise, a $5 parking fee magically
transforms into an $18 mood-killer. 5300 N River Rd,
Rosemont (847-544-5300). i




